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Shabbat Zachor: Purim’s Prescient Paradigm

l. Opening Question
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Remembering in order to forget? What's the point?

Il Pegging Purim as a Paradigm

A. A Unique Historical Juncture
Jewish History Timeline: Patriarchal Period-Destruction of Second Temple

. Patriarchal Period

. Egyptian Slavery

. Exodus and Desert Wandering
. Conquest of Canaan

. United Kingdom-First Temple
. Divided Kingdom

1
2
3
4
5. Judges
6
7
8. Babylonian Exile
9

. Return and Rebuilding of Second Temple
10. Greek Dominance
11. Hasmonean Kingdom
12. Roman Dominance and Rule
13. Destruction of the Second Temple

Communities

Purim Ancona (21 Tevet)

Purim of the Bandits (22 Elul)
Purim Burghul (29 Tevet)

Purim Cairo (28 Adar)

Purim Hebron (Window Purim) (14 Tevet)
Purim Narbonne (21 Adar)

Purim Rhodes (14 Adar)

Purim Saragossa (18 Shevat)
Purim Sebastiano (1 Elul)

Purim Tiberias (7 Elul and 4 Kislev)
Purim Vinz (20 Adar)


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tevet
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Elul
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Adar
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shevat
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kislev
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Families

Purim of Rabbi Avraham Danzig (16 Kislev)
Purim of Rabbi Yom Tov Lipman Heller (1 Adar)
Purim Povidl ("Plum Jam Purim") (10 Adar)

[Il Continuing Diaspora Realities

A. God’s Hidden Face
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Where can an allusion to “Esther” be found in the Torah? “[119 1'Mox 1noN 1] And | will hide
my face (129 1'MON INON INI) on that day.
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By giving Binyamin five changes of clothing, isn’t Yosef repeating his father’s mistake of

favoritism? He is alluding to Binyamin’s descendent (Mordechai), who will merge the Kings Alice
attired in five Royal garments...

NN 719 N'WUXI]
7V ANTN T2 W' WY 'TAd INK WA Q01 T 7Y ANR N'IT 2Vn IMyav DX nY19 10 (an)
JNNIY
:DMIXNA YR 72 7V INX [IN21 AN 1197 IXR'1 17 JWUX NIWNN NADINA INK 20 (an)
:DI¥N YIX 702 1720 DIRIEIT DR WK 0N K7 17TY721 Y19 IR Q01 7R NYI9 R ()

42 And Pharaoh removed his signet ring from his hand, and put it upon Yosef’s hand, and he

had him dressed in garments of fine linen, and he placed a gold chain upon his neck. 43 And he
made him to ride in the second royal chariot; and they cried before him: “Avrech”; and he
appointed him over all the land of Egypt. 44 And Pharaoh said to Yosef: “l am Pharaoh, and
without you shall no man lift up his hand or his foot in all the land of Egypt.”
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From Sinai to Shushan: completing a journey of acceptance




3 OU Parsha Shiur 2019-2020
Shiur 16: Tetzave/Zachor
Rabbi Shmuel Goldin

B. A Turbulent, Uncertain, Vulnerable Existence
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1 Now in the twelfth month, which is the month Adar, on the thirteenth day of the same, when
the king's commandment and his decree drew near to be put in execution-on the very day that
the enemies of the Jews expected to gain the upper hand over them- and it was turned about:
The Jews gain the upper hand over their adversaries.
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And a new king arose over Egypt who knew not of Yosef
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Talmud Bavli: Rav and Shmuel argued concerning the “new” Egyptian king. One maintained
that it was actually a new king. The other argued that it was the same king whose perspective
and approach had changed.

C. An Aberrant World
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Rava stated: An individual is required to become so intoxicated on Purim-that he can no longer
distinguish between “Accursed is Haman and Blessed is Mordechai.”

D. A Fragmented Nation
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Haman then said to King Ahasuerus, “There is a certain people, scattered and dispersed among
the other peoples in all the provinces of your realm, whose laws are different from those of any
other people and who do not obey the king’s laws; and it is not in Your Majesty’s interest to
tolerate them.
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The Mishna lists a series of dates as to when aspects of Purim can be celebrated-
dependent upon physical communal circumstance
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E. The Mitzvot of Purim: Which of These don’t Seem to Belong?
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G. Eyes and Hearts towards Home
N NIYN X 719 N7'an Ndon mwn
WYY NUNN [NIR ] |2 YYIN' DM anin |'oeimn >0
2 Ty 1 9T n7'an Ndon 721 TINn
YNIYNX NIN'M DAIN ['OR1MN |'210 NIK NNIZ |2 YWIN' 20 ,XINT ,XKIN 'K D X7T 'NNn
NINM NNIN NI [WIY NN L|WIY D - 70007 12 YYIN' 20T KNYL 'RN .aYY nwnna [NIp
WY DYNNA NI YNIYNAR NN NNiN N9ZINY 70 X - YWY Qwnnl [NIpI YNIYNR
[WIY "IN T N7 MIARIE XY NN - '971nD K71 D'T190 X7 ,[XND XTAVT [WIYW KX NP DN
.01 N2 DYV 7'RIN
The Mishna rules that all cities walled from the time of Yehoshua Bin Nun are to read the
Megilla on the 15" day of Adar (Shushan Purim). After raising the alternative position of Rabbi
Yehosua ben Korcha- that the cutoff for determining whether a city is to be defined as “walled”
should be the time of Ahashveirosh -the Talmud asks how our Mishna can offer the opinion it
does-given that Shushan was not walled at the time of Yehoshua. The Talmud responds that
Shushan is “an exception.”




